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ECTA 42ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ANTWERP - A GLIMPSE BEHIND THE CURTAIN! 

INTERVIEW WITH ALBERTO GIORDANO, MODERATOR OF THE SESSION ‘EQUAL ACCESS TO SPARKLING OPPORTUNITIES? DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION’
REGISTER NOW and join us at the ECTA 42nd Annual Conference in Antwerp!

Among numerous interesting panels, our attendees will also discuss around Diversity & Inclusion, fundamental for a forward-looking IP landscape, in a session moderated by Alberto Giordano, Chadha & Chadha, IN.

1. Introduce yourself and your link to ECTA.

My name is Alberto Giordano, EU Trade Mark and Design Attorney. In 2020 I joined Chadha & Chadha IP to help foreign companies in protection and enforcement of IP rights in India. 

From 2021 I am serving the ECTA Programme Committee, and I actively participated in ECTA Conferences and seminars for some years already.

2. Introduce the topic of your Conference session.

A world where everyone feels valued, respected and included is still a dream. Despite significant progress over the past years, there is still a lot of work to be done.

During the panel, we aim to discuss and explore strategies for cultivating a diverse and inclusive workspace where all voices are heard and acknowledged.

3. Introduce the panel of your Conference session.

I will have the pleasure of moderating a panel featuring esteemed professionals from diverse backgrounds:

• Deborah Hampton, Trade Mark Team Leader at The Chemours Company, US
• Davide Leiballi, EU Trade Mark and Design Attorney at Studio Legale Withers, IT
• Roland de Meersman, Managing Director at ABAC-BAAN npo, BE

They will share their experience from three different parts of the world, yet inspired by the same commitment to greater inclusivity. I really look forward to discussing with them and engaging with the audience.

4. Why should Conference participants join your session, and at whom in particular will your session be directed?

This session welcomes all colleagues who aim for a brighter, more inclusive and diverse IP landscape and who are eager to share their ideas and experiences. This discussion is a pivotal moment for our association as we delve into D&I discussion for the first time in a Conference session. 

5. Why should IP colleagues register for the ECTA Annual Conference?

The ECTA Annual Conference is a key event for IP professionals, offering a rich array of academic sessions and unparalleled networking opportunities. By attending, you will immerse yourself in cutting-edge discussions, make meaningful connections and become part of the vibrant ECTA Family!

**Find out more about the other educational sessions here or watch the video teaser about the academic program here!**



Read more
Register free of charge for the ECTA ®etreat in The Hague 'Moving Beyond the Frontiers of IP' in collaboration with BOIP
Boost your CLE credits by attending the ECTA ®ETREAT in The Hague (18 April), co-organised with the Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP). Register now to secure your place! This year's ®ETREAT is free of charge, do not miss this exceptional opportunity.

We will move beyond the frontiers of IP with engaging discussions on:

IP Valuation: Why, When, How? (Morning Session)

This panel will discuss key aspects of IP valuation that play an important role based on a company's lifecycle. From inception to insolvency, the why, when and how of IP valuation will be addressed, including different methods of valuation and the importance of licensing.

This session is moderated by Eline Schiebroek (BOIP, NL) and will feature Pieter Van Den Broecke (Linklaters LLP, BE), Stijn De Nijs (EY Strategy and Transactions, BE), Bart De Moor (Strelia, BE), and Nicole Ockl (TUI, DE).

Exhaustion of IP Rights (Afternoon session)

With the ECJ decision of 18 January 2024 in case C-367/21 (Hewlett Packard Development Company LP / Senetic S.A.) some IP professionals have referred to the effect of the decision as a paradigm shift, with regards to the burden of proof. The panel will discuss the decision and explore its expected impact on the issue of trade in unauthorized parallel imported products into the EU.

This session is moderated by Gie van den Broek (LXA Attorneys, NL) and will feature Pieter Veeze (BOIP, NL), Janette Hamer (Forresters, UK), Maarten Haak (Hoogenraad & Haak, NL).


Participants will have ample networking time during the lunch break and a cocktail reception following the ®ETREAT. You can consult the program here.
 
Secure your spot soon, as capacity fills up quickly!



Read more
2024 EUIPO GUIDELINES FOR EXAMINATION OF EUTMS AND RCDS CAME INTO FORCE
The 2024 EUIPO Guidelines for examination of EU trade marks and registered Community designs came into force on 31 March 2024.
 
The Guidelines outline the EUIPO’s general instructions to be applied in the most frequent scenarios and adapted to specific cases.
 
Available in English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish, the Guidelines can be accessed in either a clean version or a track-changed version, visible via the ‘show modification’ function, which highlights modifications compared to the previous edition.
 
The EUIPO has also made available a webinar with an overview of the main changes introduced in this new edition. The webinar will answer the following questions:
 
• Where can I find information on means of evidence? 
• What are the developments of the Office’s practice on virtual goods and non-fungible tokens?
• What is seen as ‘best practices’ in proceedings before the Office?
• What are the changes in practice brought about by recent case-law?
 
-----
 
ECTA contributed actively during the last revision cycle of the Guidelines and thanks its members for their active participation.




Read more
EU toolbox against counterfeiting adopted by European Commission
The European Commission has recently adopted a Recommendation to combat counterfeiting both offline and online, also known as the EU toolbox against counterfeiting.

The toolbox aims to strengthen the enforcement of IPRs by improving collaboration between right holders, service providers, and law enforcement while encouraging best practices and the use of modern tools and technologies.

To find out more about key actions and tools proposed, please consult the official press release here.

The European Commission and the EUIPO will monitor the implementation of this Recommendation and will assess its effects within three years from the adoption.



Read more
ECTA 42ND ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ANTWERP – EARLY BIRD ENDS TODAY!

INTERVIEW WITH DELIA BELCIU, MODERATOR OF THE SESSION ‘THE BRILLIANT FUTURE? AI AND DATA’
Hurry up, Early Bird pricing ends today - Register Here!

This year's academic program includes one of the most compelling topics for IP professionals: AI and data. Engage in a lively discussion during the session moderated by Delia Belciu from DB Law Office, RO.

1. Introduce yourself and your link to ECTA.

I am Delia Belciu, attorney-at-law as well as European and Romanian Trade Mark and Design Attorney, currently practicing in Bucharest, Romania. I have been part of the wonderful ECTA Family for many years, and I am currently serving as the Chair of ECTA Artificial Intelligence and Data Committee, as well as a member of ECTA Supervisory Board. 

2. Introduce the topic of your Conference session.

The topic of the session that I will moderate on 20 June is fascinating, touching one of the most dynamic and interesting current topics, namely Artificial Intelligence (“AI”) and data. Indeed, there is no AI without data. 

During the session, the topic will be explored from different angles. We will address the legislative framework, and discuss the interplay between AI and technology, AI and data, AI and trade marks, designs, copyright, AI and human factor, and how AI is used in practice.

3. Introduce the panel of your Conference session.

The panel has stellar professionals who will deliver their valuable perspectives on AI, starting from their practical experience. 

The speakers of the session will be:

• Mr. Geo van Langenhove, Legal & Compliance Manager EURid, Belgium;
• Ms. Mary White, Stobbs Ireland Limited, Ireland;
• Mr. Frédéric Le Mauff, Senior Corporate IP Counsel, Biomerieux, France;
• Ms. Ingrid Mennens, Managing Director, Novagraaf Belgium.

4. Why should Conference participants join your session, and at whom in particular will your session be directed?

Like it or not, ready or not, AI is more and more present in our daily personal and professional lives and it is developing faster than ever. The session is adressed to all participants of the ECTA Annual Conference in Antwerp as the topic is relevant to IP professionals across all sectors. The participants to the session will get different perspectives from top-notch professionals on AI, learn about its benefits and some of its possible downsides.

5. Why should IP colleagues register for the ECTA Annual Conference?

I encourage all IP colleagues to register and attend ECTA Annual Conference in Antwerp. ECTA is an enriching experience both on a professional and personal level, a big wonderful professional family. On top of it, Antwerp is an amazing city that deserves to be discovered and enjoyed.

**Find out more about the other educational sessions here or watch the video teaser about the academic program here!**
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